
The Catholic Community of St. Mary of the Miraculous Medal 

would like to take this opportunity to congratulate you as you 

come to request marriage in the Catholic Church.  We welcome 

you and we would like to help guide you in your preparation for 

this very serious commitment.  As a community, we at St. Mary of 

the Miraculous Medal are ready and willing to do all we can to 

assist and support you throughout your married life.  

Who we are 

Parish Office  

Office: 409.948.8448  

Email: Office@stmarycctc.org  

Web: http://stmarycctc.org/  

Parish Administrator  

Vicky Orton  

Office: 409.948.8448 vorton@stmarycctc.org  

Parish Music Coordinator  

Deborah Lewis  

Mobile: 409.692.0439  

(Please text your name & information to this number)   

Contact Us  

Engagement Encounter  
and Natural Family Planning information  

can be found at https://www.archgh.org/offices-ministries/
pastoral-educational-ministries/family-life-ministry/ 

St. Mary of the Miraculous Medal  

1604 9th Avenue North  
Texas City, TX 77590                                     Revised 1/2021  

Wedding Guidelines 

St. Mary of the Miraculous 

Medal Catholic Community  

https://www.archgh.org/offices-ministries/pastoral-educational-ministries/family-life-ministry/
https://www.archgh.org/offices-ministries/pastoral-educational-ministries/family-life-ministry/
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After the date of the wedding has been confirmed contact the 

Parish Administrator for information about renting one of the 

parish halls for your reception. Scheduling your wedding date 

does not guarantee rental of any parish hall for your 

reception. Your wedding and the reception are considered two 

separate events. 

Parish Hall Rental 

There is a fee for the use of the church for your wedding day. Con-

tact the Parish Administrator for more information.  

There is no fee for the priest or deacon to celebrate the Sacrament 

of Marriage however it is customary to make a donation for their 

services. We suggest you consider the time and service given to you 

by your presider and determine your offering accordingly. 

Honorariums & Donations 

Bridal Parlor 

A dressing room is available for the bride and her attendants one 

hour before the wedding. The bridal parlor is located to the left 

side of the narthex as you enter the church. The Wedding Party is 

responsible for putting the Bridal Parlor in order after the 

wedding by removing all boxes, coat hangers, cosmetics, etc., from 

the premises. There is no similar room for the groomsmen.  

Groomsmen are to arrive dressed in the suits to be worn for the 

wedding.  

Do not leave purses or anything of value unattended in the bride’s 

room at any time especially during the wedding ceremony. A 

suggestion would be to designate at least one person, not a part of 

the bridal party, to ensure that all personal possessions are 

removed from the Bridal Parlor and Church building. St. Mary of 

the Miraculous Medal Catholic Community will not be held 

responsible for any items lost or stolen. 9 



The wedding liturgy is a sacred service in the house of God and 

should be accorded all the reverence it deserves.  The same rever-

ence should prevail at the wedding rehearsal.  The rehearsal is 

generally scheduled the evening overview of the before the wed-

ding.  It is recommended that you schedule your rehearsal when 

you schedule the actual wedding date. 

Delay in beginning the rehearsal or the wedding itself consumes 

the time of many people: priest, deacon, musicians, guests, etc. – 

any or all of whom have other responsibilities later in the day.  

Therefore, the bride and groom responsible for both the rehearsal 

and the wedding to start on time.  

All participants including attendants, ushers, parents, readers, etc. 

are expected to attend both the rehearsal and the wedding, fully 

sober and intent on the sacredness of the moment.  Smoking is not 

permitted in the church, the sacristy, the bride’s room, or on any of 

St. Mary of the Miraculous Medal grounds. Chewing gum is not 

permitted in any part of the church.  

The time allotted for the wedding rehearsal is one (1) hour.  Since 

multiple rehearsals are often scheduled for the same evening, re-

hearsals must start on time.  All members of the wedding party, 

including attendants, ushers, parents, and readers are expected to 

attend the wedding rehearsals and to be punctual. 

Wedding Rehearsal  
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“We want to get married…” 

1 

Included in this booklet is an 

overview of the steps involved in 

your preparation for Christian 

Marriage. We thank you for 

choosing to marry in the Catholic 

church and we look forward to 

helping you to prepare for this most 

serious of commitments.  

Welcome 

There are some important things to 

discuss with the priest/deacon 

before you can even set a date or 

begin planning your wedding. 

Getting Started 

Getting married is easy; planning 

the details involves work, just like 

your future marriage. We have the 

details you need to get started with 

planning for your special day along 

with the do’s and don’ts for getting 

married in a sacred place  

Planning the Details  



Getting Started 

  

How soon can we start planning?  

Engaged couples should contact the parish priest/deacon 12 to 6 

months prior to the desired wedding date.  The earlier you schedule 

the initial meeting, the sooner your date can be booked.  No other 

plans for a wedding should be made until the date and time have 

been confirmed with the priest/deacon who will witness the 

marriage. This includes hall rental, bands, caterers, flowers and 

other services that are date and time dependent. 

 “I had no idea there were so many 

steps to getting married in the 

church.” — Most couples  

Preparing for Marriage  

Preparing for your future marriage is the most important part of 

planning for your life together. It’s even more important than 

planning for the actual day of the ceremony! As Catholics, we 

believe marriage is a once in a lifetime commitment and we will do 

our best to help you make that commitment armed with the 

necessary tools and skills you will need as a couple to adapt and 

adjust to being a married couple. With that in mind, here are some 

key points you will be meeting and discussing with the priest/

deacon as you prepare: 

• Forms & documents needed 

• Marriage readiness· 

• How to reconcile differences 

• Blending families· 

• Putting it all together 

• Choosing liturgy readings 
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Because of the beauty of St. Mary of the Miraculous Medal Catholic 

Church, flowers should be kept simple.  Certain liturgical seasons 

have decorations unique to the season (e.g., Christmas and 

Easter).  These flowers and decorations are not to be moved or 

removed for weddings.  Only live flowers  can be used in the 

church.  No artificial flowers are permitted.  

No rental candelabras or candleholders may be used in the 

church.  Only those made available by St. Mary of the Miraculous 

Medal parish may be used.  No . items may be taped to the 

furnishings of the church since tape strips the paint or varnish 

when removed.   

Flowers & Candles  

Music in the wedding liturgy, like the music of all the services of 

worship, is never an end unto itself, but rather a means to glorify 

God and edify His people. The wedding liturgy is a time of worship 

and a celebration of faith, and music for your wedding should be 

chosen accordingly.  

You will be guided in the selection of music for your wedding by the 

parish music coordinator. Only religious music may be used within 

the Mass or wedding service. The parish music coordinator will 

have a list of music appropriate for celebrating weddings in church. 

If needed, the music coordinator can also recommend soloists for 

the wedding.  

The fees for the musicians, musical ensembles or instrumentalists 

are set by, and are payable directly to the musicians themselves 

prior to the wedding. The musician’s fee should be paid no later 

than the rehearsal date. The parish music coordinator must be 

contacted even if outside musicians (organist, instrumentalist, 

vocalist, etc.) are to be used. These guest musicians must also 

comply with the parish music policy for weddings. 

Music 
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• No receiving lines are held at the church.  

• No wedding runner is to be used in the church building.  

• No smoking, food, chewing gum or drink is allowed in the 

church or in the bridal parlor.  

• No rice, birdseed, confetti, flower petals, or bubbles are 

allowed under any circumstance on the church grounds or 

inside the church building. 

Miscellaneous  

Photographs provide lasting memories of the wedding ceremony. 

The taking of these photographs, however, must never distract the 

bride, groom and or their guests from the prayerful dignity of the 

liturgy of Christian Marriage.  

Pictures may be taken during the ceremony only as long as the 

equipment or photographers are not visually distracting from the 

dignity of the ceremony. The liturgy of marriage is a time of prayer 

and worship.  

It is requested that photographers use flash only during the 

procession and recession from the church. Also, they should 

remain at an appropriate distance from the sanctuary so as to 

ensure that the ceremony remains a dignified religious event. 

Photographers are not allowed in the sanctuary area (steps or 

above).  

Video photography is allowed on the condition that the 

photographer set his/ her camera on a tripod and has it placed 

where it will remain during the whole ceremony and no bright 

light is to be used during the ceremony. Please advise your 

photographer and video camera person of these guidelines prior to 

the wedding.  

Photography  
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Baptismal Certificates 

Catholics who are to be married must present to the priest/

deacon a recent certified copy of their Baptismal certificate with 

sacramental notations, issued within six months of the 

wedding date. We cannot accept your original certificate or a 

photocopy of this certificate. You may obtain a new certified 

copy by requesting it by phone or in writing from the parish of 

your Baptism. This certificate is required by Canon (church) law 

and will include information about other sacraments you may 

have already received such as Eucharist, Confirmation, or a 

previous marriage. A sample letter is included in your wedding 

packet. 

If one of the parties is a Christian but not a Catholic, Baptismal 

information is also required either by letter from the church of 

Baptism or by having an affidavit form completed by parents or 

individual who witnessed the baptism.  

Marriage License 

A civil marriage license must be presented to the secretary at St. 

Mary of the Miraculous Medal Catholic Community before the 

ceremony takes place. A civil marriage license can be obtained 

through the County Clerk’s Office. The license must be obtained 

no longer than thirty (30) days and no less than three (3) 

days before the wedding. Any county courthouse in Texas will 

provide information regarding current legal requirements and the 

necessary fees. The civil marriage license should be presented to 

the parish secretary no later than three (3) days prior to the 

wedding as there is a 72 hour waiting period from the time of 

issuance to when the wedding may be performed. It is strongly 

recommended that the marriage license be presented to the 

parish secretary as soon as possible within the 30 day window.  

Witness Affidavit of Freedom to Marry 

The priest or deacon preparing you for marriage will discuss this 

form with you during the preparation process along with 

any other permission that may be needed. 

Documents Needed  
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Please keep in mind other parish ac-
tivities.  Pictures following the wed-
ding should not take longer than the 
service 

Dates and Times 

As stated at the beginning, couples should contact the priest/

deacon no less than six (6) months prior to the desired wedding 

date. No other plans should be made until that date is confirmed. 

There is no guarantee that the date and time you want will be 

available. 

Weddings are normally scheduled on Saturdays at 11:00 a.m., 

Noon or 2:00 p.m. Due to regular parish Reconciliation and the 

evening Mass schedule, 2:00 p.m. is the latest time that a wedding 

ceremony may begin on a Saturday afternoon. A 7:00 p.m. starting 

time is also possible on Saturdays.  

Weddings are generally not scheduled on Sundays or holidays. 

There are also certain liturgical restrictions during the Church 

seasons of Advent and Lent. 

We know there are many steps to planning a wedding day that are 

important to you as a couple and to the community who will 

witness your marriage ceremony. If you have any questions about 

any part of the process, please ask! For wedding planning, it is 

always best to ask and confirm any details you are planning rather 

than assume it can be done. Because this is a sacred celebration of 

the Sacrament of Marriage, there are some limitations on what can 

be done in the church that other venues may allow. 

Planning the Details  
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Visiting Clergy  

A validly-ordained Roman Catholic bishop, priest or deacon, in good 

standing with the church, is welcomed to witness or participate in 

your wedding ceremony. The parish clergy are not in any way 

offended if you invite another priest or deacon to preside at your 

wedding. We will do all in our power to assist them in making your 

wedding the wonderful celebration it deserves to be. 

If you will be inviting a Catholic clergyman from outside the parish, 

please contact the priest/deacon who is preparing you as soon as 

possible. It is important that the priest/deacon have contact with the 

visiting bishop, priest or deacon at the earliest opportunity.   

If you are preparing for marriage with one of the priests or deacons 

at St. Mary’s and he becomes ill or is transferred, the parish will 

ensure that another clergyman will take his place and help you to 

celebrate your wedding.  

Ministers of other faiths are also invited to participate in wedding 

celebrations here, especially if the bride or groom is from a different 

denomination or religious background. Inform the priest/deacon 

about this possibility so the necessary procedures can be addressed. 

No alcoholic beverages of any kind are permitted on the Church 

grounds, Bridal Parlor, or Church while preparing for the wedding 

ceremony, including the rehearsal. Wedding vows must be freely 

given and alcohol can impair one’s ability to make judgments and 

decisions. If it is determined that either the bride or the groom 

“suffer from a grave defect of discretion and judgment” (Canon Law 

1095.2) due to the use of alcohol, serious consequences could re-

sult in, and up to, postponing the wedding ceremony 

Alcohol Policy  

5 


